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  Kaya, Wandjoo wandjoo. 

Hello and welcome everyone.  

Another year has almost passed us by. While as challenging as the last, we have 

been lucky to have spent it within this wonderful community. While I was preparing for 

this Chairperson’s address and thinking about the last 12 months, I couldn’t help but 

wonder how this wonderful school community feel all started and what it was like in 

the very beginning, so I explored the history of how Liwara was started. 

In 1973 the Catholics of the Greenwood area wished to establish and support a  

Catholic Primary School. They saw the school as an integral part of the community, 

giving witness to a Christian way of life. Their goal at the time was to facilitate 

knowledge enlightened by faith, to be shared by teachers, students and parents. And 

with that, the idea of the ‘school in the bush’ was born, or as it blossomed into and as 

some of us like to call it now ‘the school amongst the trees’. 

Most importantly, during that initial period the foundation Principal, Sr Leonie O’Brien, 

established what has been a feature of Liwara for more than 45 years. A strong           

community identity, active P&F, strong parish links, as well as a good resource base. 

My personal favourite however was Sr Leonie’s strong advocacy and championing of 

Liwara’s needs as one of the first non-order schools established by the Catholic           

Education Commission, which she described as a challenge to the system.  

In ex-student Mrs Natalie Regan’s story of the early days of Liwara, she recounts a 

number of behaviours that I believe still remain in the DNA of the school to this day. 

These included: 

• Sister Leonie welcoming families with open arms and encouraging participation 

and friendships. The families knew one another and relied on each other to help 

build the school in the early days. 
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•  Mums stayed behind after the goodbye kiss to cover books, deliver and fit  

 uniforms, work in the tuck shop and even run art programs. 

• On weekends the dads would return to help clear and plant in the school grounds. 

Fast forward to today, the generations of parents, teachers and students that came 

before us would be proud of what we have become and the traditions that we have 

maintained. From the parents that currently run the P&F, to the parents who assist 

with excursions, canteen duty and reading support, to the mighty Liwara Fair. To       

Andrea Millar and the teaching staff, for which I am constantly amazed at the           

lengths you go to teach and nurture our beautiful children. Your caring nature and 

warmth are incredible. On behalf of the School Advisory Council I would like to thank 

every one of you. Your contribution to the school and our children this year has been 

amazing. We really are a very special community, who in true Liwara spirit             

understand that it takes a community to raise a child. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the representatives on the School         

Advisory Council this year - the elected members – Secretary Jessica Schafer, 

Treasurer Clare Combe, Deputy Chairperson Nicola McVay, co-opted members 

Kanwar Trevisan-Singh and John Croxford, Angela Ford representing the P&F,       

Father Elver Delicano as Parish Priest and Andrea Miller as the School Principal.  

The Advisory Council acts as an extension of our school community and is a forum 

for the parents to contribute towards the running of the school.  Their leadership this 

year has been thoroughly appreciated. 

This year, once again, the Advisory Council has been focused on the maintenance  

of our aging infrastructure. I am pleased to announce that after several years of      

effort, some might argue blood sweat and tears, in partnership with Andrea Millar and 

her staff as well as Catholic Education, we have been successful in obtaining a             

federal government grant and a low interest loan to complete some very important 

building works over the next 12 months. This includes: 
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- A much-needed power upgrade to the school. 

 - A re-roof of various areas of the school, which over the last couple of years 

 has become quite urgent. 

 - Replacement of ceilings in various areas. 

 - Replacement of the veranda in the year 6 block. 

 - Installation of air conditioning in general learning areas.  

 

The success in obtaining funding was no easy feat. The selection panel commented 

that the direct involvement and support of the School Advisory Council, which is a 

representation of the parents of Liwara, was looked on favourably in its decision 

making. Resolving these maintenance issues will be a fantastic achievement and 

will ensure we have the best possible learning environment for our beautiful children 

moving forward. It is also another example of how we live our school motto 

‘Strength in Community’. 

Thank you to everyone who has assisted the school this year. I look forward to      

continuing our journey together next year. And I wish you and your families all a 

very happy and holy festive season. 

 

Basil Manganaro 

School Advisory Council Chairperson 
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